
 

Meet the PharmaSUG 2020 Conference Team 
Have you wondered where the content for the Social Media posts are coming from? Well look no further.  In our next article 

“Getting to Know Your PharmaSUG Committee”, we would like to introduce you to the minds behind the Social Media 

content. Richann Watson and Soumya Rajesh rack their brains weekly to try and come up with engaging content for our 

followers.   

Richann likes to joke she was born rich in a castle.  Obviously, with a name like ‘Richann’ we can see where the ‘born rich’ 

comes from.  But it is not so obvious where the ‘castle’ portion of that statement comes from.  She was born at Castle Air 

Force Base in California.  Richann’s family later went back to Texas.  Although West Texas is known for having lots of tornados, 

she has never been in a tornado, but she has been in 3 earthquakes but never realized they were earthquakes. Part of growing 

up in West Texas means you get to encounter all sorts of creatures such as horned toads, tarantulas, scorpions and rattle 

snakes. To the horror of her mom, Richann and her older brother caught a wounded hognose snake and tried to nurse back to 

health (ok, they were forced to get rid of it).  Later, Richann ended up taking a bath with a scorpion (by accident of course).   

Richann was introduced to SAS in college where they were using VAX.  Her first job was as an intern at a research lab.  Her 

boss handed her a program that was very complex with no comments and a SAS manual (version 5 something) and was told to 

figure it out because she was now responsible for maintaining the program and making updates as needed.  Welcome to 

SAS!!! 

Richann is an active member in the SAS community.  She volunteers her time to help with the various SAS conferences across 

the United States including SAS Global Forum. Richann is also actively involved on the CDISC ADaM team. She is the co-lead 

for the CDISC ADaM Oncology team and is an authorized CDISC ADaM instructor. Her passion outside of work is crafts and her 

family which includes an insane puppy named Loki.  In the summertime she loves to spend time going boating and kayaking 

with her husband and of course Loki. 

Soumya is originally from Mumbai, India but came to the United States 19 years ago, and currently resides in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania.  Not only does Soumya ‘speak’ programming, but she also speaks 6 different Indian languages, and can read & 

write in 3 of these languages. Although Soumya is a programmer, her educational background has nothing to do with what 

she does.  She has a Bachelor’s in English Literature and Master’s in Communications & Media.  Soumya is definitely a very 

well-rounded individual. 

So how did Soumya fall into her current role of CDISC Engineer?  She was working in Regulatory operations doing publishing of 

eSubs documents when she was ‘loaned’ to the DIS (Data Integration & Standardization) team at her previous employer.  With 

no prior knowledge of SAS or SDTM, she was trained on SAS ETL Studio for 3 days and given a ‘sandbox’ project to get her feet 

wet. She also taught herself how to navigate SDTM from the first SDTM IG v3.0.  While she worked late nights trying to get the 

project out the door, our comic relief was the ‘screaming chicken’!  Are you curious what the ‘screaming chicken’ is, be sure to 

find Soumya and ask her about it?  Apart from working, Soumya contributes to the industry by her involvement with groups 

like PHUSE (Working groups / sub-teams), CDISC (SDS and CT teams) and PharmaSUG (Social Media committee). Soumya has 

also written an award-winning paper which was presented at PharmaSUG in 2019.   

Outside the professional world, Soumya has a variety of interests.  She loves house plants, particularly herbs such as mint, 

cilantro, curry leaf and holy basil.  She also enjoys all genres of music but is partial to south-Indian classical, which she has 

learnt for 8 years.  Soumya also does Bollywood Karaoke every couple of months.  Who knows maybe we can get her to sing 

for us if we have karaoke this year?  In addition, she is part of a Facebook social group for women who are Saree aficionados 

(the traditional attire of India), and organize fun meets among them every quarter.  


