
 

Meet the PharmaSUG 2020 Conference Team 
In our next article in our “Getting to Know Your PharmaSUG Committee” series, we would like to introduce you to one of our 

Medical Device Section Chairs, Ramesh Makkena, one of our Advanced Programming Section Chairs, Natalie Martinez, and to one 

of the Hands-On Training Section Chairs, Paul Stutzman. 

Ramesh is originally from India but has been residing in Parsippany, NJ for the last two decades.  He enjoys hanging out with friends 

and partying and he loves any type of chips to snack on. However, if he has chips at home, he is lucky to get some with his children 

around. They also love chips and will drain the bowl before he gets a chance to get any. 

Ramesh has been programming longer than he has been residing in the US. He started his journey in 1996 using SAS 6.12, where he 

developed an application for a hospital using SAS/AF, development tools to build customized applications. Shortly after that project 

he started to work in the pharmaceutical industry supporting Phase I-IV clinical trials in multiple therapeutic areas. Ramesh has also 

developed an intranet application, Clinical Decision Support System (CDSS) which facilitates Clinical Team/Medical Writers to run the 

clinical study reports on the fly using SAS/IntrNet. 

In his spare time, he likes to volunteer for VT Seva, which seeks to provide service and help for the community. He also has a true 

passion for running and has run three marathons, and a handful of 5Ks, 10Ks and half marathons. However, nothing will surpass his 

experience of being a father to his two children because with them there is always something new happening. 

Natalie grew up all over the US and Europe - courtesy of her dad, who served in the US Army for 20 years. She is popularly known as 

an ‘Army Brat’!  Although she lived all over the place, she now considers Indianapolis, IN her home where she resides with her 

husband and adorable daughter. Natalie likes to travel and spend time with her family, and loves watching professional American 

football and basketball.  

When Natalie started her career, she did not know SAS and had to learn on the job. However, she fell in love with it from the day she 

was introduced. While in graduate school she had to learn R. She decided to join a great group of R professionals at the company she 

works for and they teach her something new every day. In addition to her regular work, she is also a sub-team lead on 

TransCelerate’s Placebo Standard of Care Data Sharing project. 

Paul has migrated from the east coast to the west coast over the years. He was born and raised in Pennsylvania Dutch country in 

eastern Pennsylvania, but he moved to the suburbs of Chicago during his last two years of high school, and stayed there for a few 

years after high school before moving to Seattle. When asked what his favorite snack was, he jokingly said ‘Does beer count?’ But in 

truth, he said he pretty much likes anything spicy and crunchy. This year Paul started a ‘photo-a-week’ project and blog with a friend. 

Paul started his SAS programming career on a mainframe back in the 80’s. He has been involved with WUSS as a Section Chair and 

with SAS Global Forum as Presenter Coordinator. In addition, he used to be a member of the ADaM team and the ADaM OCCDS 

subteam.  

When Paul is not working or helping with other conferences, he loves spending time outdoors through activities like hiking, camping, 

fishing, and sea kayaking.  He also enjoys photography, home-brewing beer, roasting coffee, fly-tying, golf, and watching live sports 

(particularly baseball and hockey). 


