
        

Meet the PharmaSUG 2020 Conference Team 
This last write-up about ‘Getting to know your Conference Committee’ is about two individuals that have at least one thing in 

common, besides their love for SAS and the PharmaSUG conference – they are both originally from India! If you happen to bump 

into them at one of our future conferences, you could ask them a few questions about anything that might catch your interest about 

them.  We present to you, our Marketing Ambassador - Venky Chakravarthy, and our Seminar Coordinator - Niraj Pandya. 

Venky Chakravarthy grew up in a small town in Tamil Nadu, India; and later moved to Chennai (then known as Madras). He used to 
love playing Cricket and pursued it well into his undergrad years, where he played for a second division professional club. He gave it 
up during his final year.  In later years, Venky was an avid runner and completed the Chicago marathon. He has now settled with 
taking his dog on long walks and playing tennis.   

After graduating with a B.A. in Economics (minors in Math & Statistics), Venky's first job was a Salesman for Nestle. He quit that in 4 
years to finish a Masters in Social Work program in Community Development; and then came to Cleveland, OH to pursue a PhD in 
Social Welfare at Case Western Reserve University in 1991. On his first visit to the library, he found that there were no catalog cards 
to look up a reference book. The librarian then pointed him to an early version of a computer, that he had never used before (and a 
typed assignment was due shortly).  Not knowing what happens when the cursor reaches the end of the line, he hit a few hard 
returns at the end of the first two lines, then things clicked for him. It was also during this time that he was introduced to SAS. His 
Research Assistantship required a lot of data analysis, and SAS was the available software for data management and analysis. So, 
Venky learned on the job, and was introduced to Job Control Language to handle Census data on the IBM mainframe. This was only 
the beginning to Venky's 20-year SAS journey through several environments and software packages like Unix, PC SAS, AUTOMATCH 
(that later became critical for his dissertation thesis). His professional career started with 3 years in teaching, followed by a statistical 
programming position at a pharmaceutical company.  Venky has since published several SAS papers and presented at local, regional 
and international SAS forums. He has also been an invited speaker at SAS Global Forum and PharmaSUG multiple times.  

Niraj Pandya was born in India but completed graduate school in New Jersey. He currently lives in New Haven, CT, only a few miles 
away from the famous Ivy league Yale University. His favorite snacks are Chex-mix and popcorn. An interesting fact about Niraj is 
that he was bitten by a scorpion once, but the scorpion died a few minutes later, while Niraj got away with a fever that lasted 3 days 
since the bite.  Another interesting fact about him is that he can float for hours without moving his hands or legs - like dead wood.  
Niraj is a 'watch guy' and loves to collect lots of watches. In his free time, Niraj loves to watch movies, play chess, play tennis or just 
relax while listening to classical Jazz music - especially Kenny G's saxophone numbers. He also loves exploring new places whenever 
he can, more so the ones with historical significance. 

Niraj was introduced to SAS while working as a Graduate Assistant for the Dean of Management school at grad school. He was taking 

courses in pharmaceutical practices and found the application of SAS in clinical R&D world very intriguing. Luckily, he got his first 

project as a statistical programmer in the pharmaceutical industry soon after, and since then he hasn't thought about any other 

career path. He has been using SAS for over 15 years and finds generating several advanced level graphical reports the most 

challenging, yet satisfying aspect of SAS programming.  Besides his day job, Niraj is also on the steering committee for HASUG. Niraj 

has published several SAS papers and presented at PharmaSUG and various other local and regional SAS conferences. He rarely 

misses a chance to attend or help out with the annual PharmaSUG conference. 


