
       

Meet the PharmaSUG 2020 Conference Team 
Who would have thought that people with such varied interests and backgrounds could work together towards one big goal: putting 

together a conference such as PharmaSUG!  It would interest you to know that some of these individuals also interact directly with 

attendees during the submission process.  As we continue our series “Getting to Know Your PharmaSUG Committee”, we would like 

to introduce you to our Advanced Programming Section Co-Chair, Frank Canale, and our Applications Development Section Co-Chair, 

Ajay Gupta. 

Frank Canale is originally from Southern New Jersey - near Philadelphia, but currently lives in St. Augustine, FL.  His favorite snack is 

the humble Pizza!  He plays the drums for a hobby but didn’t actually start playing until he turned 48.  As a drummer, Frank tends to 

“bang” rhythmically on pretty much everything including tables, chairs, car dashboards or steering wheels. In his opinion, anything 

could be used as a drum.  Frank is also an avid sports fan.  His favorite teams are of course all “Philly” teams: Flyers, Eagles, Phillies, 

and Penn State Football.  His other hobbies / interests include golf, music, cars (especially classic/antique cars), travel, beaches, food 

(tasting it not cooking it), wine/beer/bourbon tasting, and socializing.   

Frank has been a SAS user for 33 years now. He started with SAS on the DEC VAX, version 5 which didn’t even have any macro 

capability!  While he has never been formally trained in the use of SAS, he originally learned SAS on the job: by watching or asking 

other programmers, and by having a stack of manuals to refer at hand.  Another fun fact that relates Frank to SAS is that, his 

birthdate is a negative number in SAS – go figure! ☺  

Besides his day job, Frank is currently active helping on the PharmaSUG Conference. 

Ajay Gupta was born in India and moved to USA in 2003. He has been living in Cary, NC for the past 10 years.  His favorite snack is 

trail mix, chips and salsa; and he doesn’t need a reason to party! During his free time Ajay likes to play cricket, badminton or any 

sport with his son, and also loves to watch movies.  Ajay also considers cooking as another of his favorite stress-buster activities. 

Ajay was introduced to data analytics software like SAS, and MATLAB while working at the Biomedical Research Center of his college. 

His Master’s thesis was based on clinical data analysis and he really enjoyed the statistical analysis and reporting part of his thesis. 

That helped him decide to pursue a career in SAS. Other than SAS, he also likes to work on different software like Spotfire, VBA, 

Python.   

Ajay contributes to the industry by also being a member of: PharmaSUG conference committee since 2017, Planning Committee 

member of PharmaSUG India 2020, and he’s involved with a few CDISC and PHUSE working groups as a member too. 

 


